
​Castlefield Forum AGM and Public Meeting​

​Tuesday 7 July 2026 | 19:00 | Aviva Studios - The Lab​

​MINUTES​

​PUPU​​PUBLIC MEETING​
​Welcome, Forum Introductions and​
​Apologies​

​Apologies from Trustees - Lou, Giles, Gary, Nena, B, Line, Steven, Nancy​
​Cllrs - Lee Glover (Hulme), Bernard Ekbery (Hulme)​
​GMP - PC M Riaz​

​Welcome to our Guests​ ​●​ ​Anthony McCaul and Sarah Wakefield (Deansgate Ward)​
​●​ ​Lee Ashworth - Head of Welcome, Factory​
​●​ ​Sid Williams - Co-Founder, Embassy​
​●​ ​Emma James - Placemaking Consultant, Visioning for Castlefield​

​Cllr Updates -​​Deansgate Ward​ ​Cllr Anthony McCaul:​
​●​ ​Flooding - cllrs have met with involved parties inc Peel, GMCA to​

​discuss reasons for serious flooding events in the basin. Currently​
​putting together an action plan.​

​●​ ​Grocers Wharf - MCC looking at how to bring it back to life, and​
​how to fund it. Historic England fund is a possibility.​

​●​ ​New lift - new lift has been installed on Beaufort St and is fully​
​operational (at time of meeting!)​

​●​ ​Development at Water Street - this is going to planning​
​imminently. Recommendation is that the park (or part of) is​
​completed first.​

​●​ ​Roman Gardens - Cllrs have been supporting Lou and the Forum​
​on getting some works commenced to save the planning​
​permission. New bollards installed.​

​●​ ​“Castlefield deserves better” campaign - walkabouts asking why​
​are owners of land not doing better. MCC could do repairs​
​required in various places, but they would need to use a “cheapest​
​fix” approach. Plan is to leverage assistance from MP Lucy Powell​
​in contacting public bodies who own land.​

​Cllr Sarah Wakefield:​
​●​ ​Sarah introduced herself as our new Green councillor. She has a​

​focus on a family friendly and accessible  Castlefield.​
​●​ ​Although we are in a new situation with Cllrs from different parties​

​after the last election, she knows that it is important to work​
​closely with existing Labour councillors​

​GMP Update -​​Castlefield/Deansgate​
​(5 mins)​

​CASTLEFIELD - NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING UPDATE​

​●​ ​Arrest of Prolific Shoplifter – Targeted Patrols. High‑visibility patrols​
​have been carried out across St John’s Gardens, the Castlefield​
​Estate, and the commercial district following concerns about drug​
​use and a previous encampment. Welfare checks were completed​
​and all was found in order.​

​During the patrol, officers received information about a prolific​
​shoplifter repeatedly targeting a local Castlefield business. Using​
​local knowledge and swift enquiries, officers located and arrested​
​the male. He has now been charged with six counts of theft from a​
​shop and remanded in custody.​

​●​ ​Traffic Operation – Deansgate & Liverpool Road​
​●​ ​A proactive traffic operation resulted in 11 vehicles being stopped​

​and 6 Traffic Offence Reports issued. Officers also detained a male​



​wanted since last year. He was arrested at the scene and taken​
​into custody.​

​●​ ​St John’s Gardens – Community Update. Following reports of​
​encampments, used needles, and anti‑social behaviour, officers​
​have been working closely with Manchester City Council and the​
​Street Engagement Team. Welfare conversations, referrals, and​
​safety discussions have been carried out with individuals sleeping​
​rough. Targeted patrols have led to improved visibility and fewer​
​concerning reports.​

​●​ ​Weekend Patrol – Castlefield & Deansgate. During weekend foot​
​patrols, officers responded to a report of a male acting anti‑socially​
​on Deansgate. Welfare checks confirmed he was fit, but a details​
​check revealed he was wanted for recall to prison. He was arrested​
​and taken into custody.​

​●​ ​Regular Patrol Activity - Routine patrols across Castlefield and St​
​John’s Gardens have continued, with several stop‑searches​
​conducted and positive outcomes including summonses and​
​arrests - key locations were Castlefield Bowl and St John's Garden,​
​also around canals.​

​●​ ​Shoplifting – New Sainsbury’s, Deansgate. Seven shoplifters have​
​been arrested and remanded to date following targeted work with​
​the new Sainsbury’s store. This forms part of our ongoing​
​commitment to tackling repeat offending and supporting local​
​retailers.​

​Lee Ashworth - Factory/Aviva​
​Studios​​(20 mins)​

​Lee updated us about how the venue is progressing, and gave some​
​information about current and future events.​

​Sid Williams - Embassy​​(20 m)​ ​Sid explained how Embassy was formed, and gave an update on how​
​the Village was progressing.​

​Emma James and Calum McGowan​
​- Visioning for Castlefield​​(20 mins)​

​Emma and Calum explained the current consultation involving​
​residents and businesses in Castlefield has been working, and how you​
​can comment or get involved. There is a QR code in the slides to use to​
​input into the action plan.​

​Recent Successes and Current​
​Focus for Castlefield Forum​

​WINS​

​●​ ​Struck new relationships with elected members​
​●​ ​Vision process has good focus and traction​
​●​ ​Roman Gardens planning consent SAVED - and in writing today​

​7/7/2026​
​●​ ​Consolidated One Castlefield feedback pulled​
​●​ ​Volunteer stats of xxxx​
​●​ ​Two new trustees​
​●​ ​200 free tickets for SOTC​
​●​ ​New interest group to help with N Plan​
​●​ ​New bakery​
​●​ ​New framework for Water St approved (we inputted but not clear​

​of any changes) - area is a dire mess.​
​●​ ​Offer of more help from Manchester School of Architecture and a​

​project to look at Castlefield boundaries.  Ties perfectly with the​
​visioning work​



​CHALLENGES​

​●​ ​Viaduct closure and no reopening date​
​●​ ​Local Plan ignores all our hard work​
​●​ ​Hulme Neighbourhood Plan seeks to exclude South Castlefield​
​●​ ​One Castlefield development has come forward with much​

​greater density incl large tower​
​●​ ​Ground surveying started last week on Breeze Garden - planning​

​to fell 78 trees!!!!!!!!!​

​NEXT FOCUS​

​●​ ​Go into battle on Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plan​
​●​ ​Get momentum behind Roman Gardens e.g. funding​
​●​ ​Launch and live our updated comms plan​
​●​ ​Where next for Visitor Centre. We know that the Council is actively​

​looking at it​
​●​ ​Protect our trees….​
​●​ ​Support next phase of Vision work where thinking becomes​

​planning and doing​

​AOB​ ​3 Tickets have become available for Sounds of the City​

​Close​


























































